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This Hadith is narrated by Abu 

Hurairah  and is recorded by Imam 

At-Tirmidhi, Hadith No: 3367. It is 

considered one of the Hadith Al-Qudsi.



2/20

ومُ يُّ
َ

ق
ْ
حَيُّ ال

ْ
 هُوَ ال

َّ
هَ إِلا

َ
ُ لا إِل اللَّهَّ

The Prophet     

Muhammad      
The Prophet     

Muhammad      

Hadith Al-Qudsi refers to sayings of 

Prophet Muhammad  in which he 

conveys words from Allah, but unlike 

the Qur’an, they are not part of the 

divine revelation. These Hadiths express 

Allah’s message in the Prophet’s  

own words.
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Abu Hurairah  narrated that 

the Messenger of Allah  said: 

“When Allah created Adam , 

He breathed the soul into him. Then 

Adam  sneezed and said: ‘All praise 

is due to Allah.’ So Adam  praised 

Allah by His permission. 
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Then His Lord said to him: ‘May 

Allah have mercy upon you O Adam. 

Go to those angels – to that gathering 

of them sitting – so say: ‘As-Salamu 

alaikum.’ (May Allah’s Peace be upon you) 
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(Adam  went and said Salam to 

angels, and in return) they said ‘Wa 

Alaikas-Salamu Wa Rahmatullah’. (May 

Allah’s Peace and His Blessings be 

upon you.) Then he returned to his 

Lord, He said: ‘This is your greeting 

and the greeting of your children 

among each other.’
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Then Allah said to him – while His Two 

Hands were closed – ‘Choose which 

of them you wish.’ He said: ‘I chose 

the right My Lord and both of the 

Hands of my Lord are right, blessed.’
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Then Allah extended it, and there was 

Adam  and his offspring in it.’ So, 

he said: ‘What are these O my Lord?’ 

Allah said: ‘These are your offspring’ 

Each one of them had his age written 

between his eyes. 
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But among them there was a man who 

was the most illuminating of them – or 

among the most illuminated of them. 

He said: ‘O Lord! Who is this?’ Allah 

said: ‘This is your son Dawud , 

I wrote forty years for him.’ 
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Adam  said: ‘O Lord! Add to his 

age.’ Allah said: ‘That is what I have 

written for him.’ Adam  said: ‘O 

Lord! Give him sixty of my years.’ 

Allah said: ‘So you shall have it.’” 
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Then, Adam  resided in Paradise as 

long as Allah willed, then he was cast 

from it, so Adam  was counting 

(his age) for himself. So, the Angel 

of death came to him, and Adam 

 said to him: ‘You are hasty, one-

thousand years were written for me.’ 
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He said: ‘Of course! But you gave sixty 

years to your son Dawud .’ So, 

Adam  rejected, and his offspring 

rejected, and Adam  forgot, and 

his offspring forgot.”
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The Prophet  said: “So ever since 

that day, writing and taking witnesses 

were ordered.” (At-Tirmidhi: 3367)
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This Hadith, narrated by Imam 

At-Tirmidhi in his Sunnah, provides 

numerous valuable morals and lessons 

that can benefit us in strengthening 

our faith and fostering sincerity toward 

Almighty Allah. Let us explore some 

of these insights.
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When Adam  was created and Allah 

breathed the soul into him, the first 

thing Adam  did was praise Allah. 

This act shows that human beings, 

by their very nature, are inclined to 

praise and worship their Creator.
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Allah’s command for Adam  to greet 

the angels with “As-Salamu alaikum” 

demonstrates that the first word in 

a conversation should be peaceful 

greetings. Peace is a fundamental 

value in Islam and is essential for 

fostering harmony in society.
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The Hadith mentions that Allah has 

two hands, and both are right and 

blessed. The companions of the Prophet 

 did not question this, teaching us 

the importance of accepting Allah’s 

attributes without doubt or speculation, 

trusting in His wisdom.
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Allah showed Adam  all his 

descendants in Heaven, with each 

person’s lifespan written between his 

eyes. This reminds us of the reality 

of our limited time on earth and the 

importance of using our lives wisely 

for good deeds and worship.
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When the Angel of Death came to 

Adam  , he argued and forgot 

the agreement he had made about 

Dawud’s  age. This forgetfulness 

is part of human nature, and it has 

been passed down to Adam’s  

descendants, showing that mankind is 

prone to forgetting and making errors.
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Due to Adam’s  argument and his 

forgetfulness regarding the years he 

had given to his son Dawud , the 

importance of writing down agreements 

and taking witnesses was established 

to ensure clarity and honesty in all 

dealings.
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Lastly, we learn about this remarkable 

and true incident, which occurred 

thousands of years ago in Heaven 

and later on Earth, through the saying 

of our beloved Prophet Muhammad 

. This highlights the importance of 

studying the Hadith to understand Islam 

thoroughly and practice it correctly.



REVIEW YOUR READING

1.	 How many years did Prophet Adam 

 give to Prophet Dawud ?

2.	Where was the age of each person 

written, according to this hadith?

3.	What did Prophet Adam  say to 

the Angel of Death when he came 

to take his soul?
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